Ventura Gómez Rodríguez
 
         Ventura was born in Mairena del Alcor, Seville, Spain on November 12, 1973.  He received his general education in his home town at Isabel Esquivel (The Castle) and his high school education at Instituto de Bachillerato los Alcores.
            Ever since he was a young child he has felt a vocation for manual arts and with a special predilection for religious sculpture (Imagineria), due to his upbringing in the Brotherhood of the Vera-Cruz (True Cross) of Mairena del Alcor.  For that reason from early on he’s felt the desire to create statues and icons out of clay.
            After high school Ventura began to work as a carpenter and an artistic ironsmith.  While working as an ironsmith, he created two archangels for the May Cross float for his Brotherhood in 1993.  It was this date that he met the man who would be his mentor, Don Luis Alvarez Duarte.  In 1993 he began his apprenticeship and therefore decided to dedicate himself to sculpture.  It was also at this time that he began working on his first paid works of art.
            Ventura has participated in various sculpture expositions organized in his hometown, Mairena del Alcor, in Espartinas, Olivares, Jaén, and Vienna, Austria.
            Along with his many projects at hand, Ventura is currently studying Art History at the University of Seville.
  
WORKS OF ART 
1994                Crucifixion, Holiest Christ of Love.  Private Collection.  Torre del Mar, 
                        Malaga.
1996                Our Lady of Remedies.  Patron of Istan, Malaga.
1996                St. Dominic of the Road, completely sculpted.  Mairena del Alcor, Seville.
1997                Replica of the Virgin of the Star.  Private Collection.  Jaen.
1998                Sorrowful Virgin, Our Lady of Hope.  St. Mary’s Church.  El Viso del 
                        Alcor, Seville.
1998                Sorrowful Virgin.  Private Collection.  Las Palmas, Canary Islands.
1998                Virgin, completely sculpted.  Private collection.  Gines, Seville.
1999-
2001                Entire scene of the Sentencing of Jesus, Brotherhood of Humility.  Six 
                        Statues:  Christ (restoration), two Roman soldiers, Pontius Pilate, a 
                        Jewish man, and a Jewish child.  Jerez de los Caballeros, Badajoz.

2000-
2003                Entire scene of Jesus’ sacred entrance into Jerusalem, Immaculate Mary 
                        Church.  Seven statues:  St. John, St. Bartholomew, two Hebrew women, 
                        two children, and a dwarf.
2003                Our Lady of Hope.  Private collection.  Deifontes, Granada.
2003-
2004                Our Father, Christ the Captive.  Mairena del Alcor, Seville.
2004                Two Roman Soldiers, Brotherhood of the Humiliation.  Lucena, 
                        Cordoba.
2004                Angel children, assignment special, Granada.
2005                Sorrowful Virgin, Our Lady of Loneliness. Private collection.    Lucena, Cordoba.
2005                Sorrowful Virgin, Our Lady of Rocio.  Private collection.   Puente Genil, Cordoba.
2005                Crucifixion, Holiest Christ of the Sea.  Roquetas de Mar, Almería.
2006                Hebrew girl for the Sacred Entrance into Jerusalem.  Mairena del Alcor, 
                        Seville.
2006                Sorrowful Virgin.  Private collection.  Roquetas de Mar, Almeria. 
2006                Crown of thorns for the Holiest Christ of Thirst.  Seville.

2007                Jesus on a burro.  Ventorro de San Jose, Granada.

2007                Sorrowful Virgin.  Brotherhood of the Vera-Cruz.  Jaen.
 
RESTORATIONS
 
1996                Angel children.  Brotherhood of the Mother of God of the Rosary.  
                        Triana, Seville.
1998                Our Lady of Sorrows.  St. Michael the Archangel Church.  Istan, Malaga.
2000                St. Ann.  El Puerto de Roquetas de Mar.
2001                Jesus the Nazarene and Our Lady of Hope.  Motril, Granada.
2001                Our Lady of Carmen.  Roquetas de Mar, Almeria.
2001                All statues for the float of the Brotherhood of the Trinity.  Seville.
2001-
2002                Statues for the Brotherhood of the Mutilated.  Huelva.
2002                Our Lady of Carmen, patroness of the Students of St. Bartholomew 
                        Church.  Jaen.
2002                St. John.  Brotherhood of Jesus.  Mairena del Alcor, Seville.
2002                Christ the Captive.  Bellavista, Seville.
2003                Archangel for the Brotherhood of Prayer in the Garden.  Huelva.
2004-
2005                Archangel for the Brotherhood of Prayer in the Garden.  Jerez
                        de los Caballeros, Badajoz.
2004-
2005                St. Simon for the Brotherhood of Our Father Jesus.  Mairena del Alcor.
2005                Holiest Christ of Prayer.  Jerez de los Caballeros, Badajoz.
2005                Christ and Roman, work of Don Antonio Castillo Lastrucci.  
                        Brotherhood of the Macarena.  Jerez de los Caballeros, Badajoz.
2006                Holiest Christ of Thirst, under the direction of his mentor, Don Luis 
                        Alvarez Duarte.  Seville.
 
            There also exist numerous other works of art and restorations for private collectors and several processional crosses for diverse brotherhoods in Cordoba, Badajoz, and Seville.
  
 
Mairena del Alcor, Seville in February 2007
